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The Rodwell Trail

The Rodwell Trail is a popular green link used by cyclists and walkers between
Weymouth and Ferrybridge following the course of the old Weymouth to Portland
Railway with links to the South West Coast Path and the Isle of Portland.

Stretching for 3.4 km it is an hour’s level walk
each way. Wheelchair and pushchair friendly, it
is suitable for all ages, although some access
points can be steep except at Ferrybridge,

Parr Way and Dover/Dundee Roads.

Please note that Newstead, Wyke and Buxton
Road entrances are not suitable for wheelchairs.

Weymouth and Portland Railway B8

In 1870 the first
intermediate station at
Rodwell was opened.
The line continued to
improve with the addition
of new halts at Westham
and Wyke Regis in 1909
and a new stop at
Sandsfoot Castle Halt in
1932. The railway
continued to serve the

community until 9 April 1965.

bie

The Rodwell Trail follows the track of the

old railway built in 1865 to carry passengers
and Portland stone between Weymouth and
Portland. It was extended in 1878 into the Royal
Navy Dockyards and later in 1891 to serve
Whitehead’s torpedo factory at Ferrybridge
complete with it's own siding and a 1,000 foot
pier with its own narrow gauge railway track out
into Portland Harbour.

The line was a mixed gauge worked jointly by
the London & South Western Railway and the
Great Western Railway until 1874 when it was
converted to standard gauge.

Nature on the Rodwell Trail B
Westham Halt to Rodwell Station

In the spring and autumn watch out for
migrating birds passing through, such as
whitethroats and warblers. The Small White
butterfly can
be seen in
numbers

in early
summer and
again in the
autumn. The brambles are a favourite place for
Gatekeeper butterflies. In the autumn you can
hear the Great Green Bush cricket chirping in
the undergrowth.

Rodwell Station to
Sandsfoot Halt

This area is darker and enjoyed by the more
secretive animals, such as frogs, badgers and
foxes. You '

may spy a
wren flitting
around in the undergrowth. In the more open area
past Buxton Road bridge look out for butterflies
such as Red Admiral and Peacock nectaring on
the buddleia flowers.

Sandsfoot Halt to Wyke Regis Halt

In winter look across Portland Harbour, you may
well see Merganser ducks, Slovenian grebes
and Great Northern Divers. In the plant “Little
Robin”, that grows along the track, you may
also be ‘ 2
lucky and b i ‘
see the female
“Wasp Spider” with its

distinctive yellow and black abdomen. On the
concrete around the old Wyke Regis Halt you
may see common lizards basking in the sun on a
summer’s day.
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