
P

P

H
is

to
ry

 fr
om

 th
e 

R
od

w
el

l T
ra

il

Th
e s

ou
the

rn 
se

cti
on

 of
 th

e R
od

we
ll T

rai
l ru

ns
 al

on
gs

ide
 P

ort
lan

d H
arb

ou
r o

ne
 of

 
the

 gr
ea

t c
on

str
uc

tio
n p

roj
ec

ts 
un

de
rta

ke
n b

y V
ict

ori
an

 E
ng

ine
ers

 to
 en

clo
se

 th
e 

an
ch

ora
ge

 at
 P

ort
lan

d R
oa

ds
 to

 m
ak

e t
he

 fin
es

t d
ee

p w
ate

r h
arb

ou
r in

 E
uro

pe
. 

Th
is 

wa
s a

ch
iev

ed
 by

 pl
ac

ing
 6,

00
0,0

00
 to

ns
 of

 P
ort

lan
d s

ton
e o

n t
he

 se
a b

ed
 

fro
m 

the
 Is

le 
of 

Po
rtla

nd
 ea

st 
an

d n
ort

h t
ow

ard
s W

ey
mo

uth
 fo

r a
 di

sta
nc

e o
f 

11 ⁄2
 m
ile
s. 
Th
e f
ou
nd
ati
on
 st
on
e w

as
 la
id 

on
 th
e 2

5th
 Ju

ly 
18

49
 an

d c
om

ple
ted

 on
 

29
th 
Ju
ly 
18
72
.    

W
ith

 th
e a

dv
en

t o
f th

e t
orp

ed
o a

s a
 st

an
da

rd 
na

va
l w

ea
po

n t
he

re 
wa

s a
 w

orr
y 

tha
t s

hip
s i

n t
he

 ha
rbo

ur 
wo

uld
 be

 vu
lne

rab
le 

to 
att

ac
k f

rom
 W

ey
mo

uth
 B

ay
 an

d 
so

 it 
wa

s d
ec

ide
d t

o c
om

ple
tel

y e
nc

los
e t

he
 ha

rbo
ur 

by
 bu

ild
ing

 tw
o m

ore
 ar

ms
 

to 
the

 no
rth

 to
 lin

k w
ith

 th
e s

ho
re 

at 
W

ey
mo

uth
. T

he
 ne

w 
arm

s w
ere

 co
mp

let
ed

 in
 

19
03
 an

d t
he
 or
igi
na
l s
ou
th 
en
tra
nc
e b

loc
ke
d i
n 1

91
4 b

y s
cu
ttli
ng
 th
e r
ed
un
da
nt 

ba
ttle

sh
ip 

HM
S 

Ho
od

. 
At

 th
e s

ou
th 

en
d o

f th
e R

od
we

ll T
rai

l th
e “

fat
he

r” 
of 

the
 un

de
rw

ate
r to

rpe
do

, R
ob

ert
 

W
hit
eh
ea
d, 
bu
ilt 
his

 fa
cto

ry 
in 

18
91
 w
hic

h c
on
tin
ue
d t

o m
ak
e t
ho
se
 fe
ars

om
e 

we
ap
on
s u

nti
l 1

99
3 w

he
n i
t w

as
 cl
os
ed
 to
 m
ak
e w

ay
 fo

r h
arb

ou
r s
ide

 ho
us
ing

.

Th
e R

oy
al 
Na

vy
 do

mi
na
ted

 th
e h

arb
ou

r fo
r 1
50
 ye

ars
 be

for
e l
ea
vin

g i
n 1

99
6 

ma
kin

g w
ay

 fo
r it

s t
ran

sit
ion

 to
 a 

bu
sy

 ci
vil

ian
 po

rt a
nd

 w
ate

r s
po

rts
 ce

ntr
e. 

In 
20
12
 it 
wi
ll b

e t
he
 ve

nu
e f

or 
the

 sa
ilin
g e

ve
nts

 of
 th
e 2

01
2 O

lym
pic

 G
am

es
 an

d 
Pa

ral
ym

pic
 G
am

es
.

Lo
ca

ti
on

Th
e R

od
we

ll T
rai

l ru
ns

 fro
m 

Ab
bo

tsb
ury

 R
oa

d, 
ne

ar 
the

 ce
ntr

e o
f W

ey
mo

uth
, 

so
uth

 to
 Fe

rry
bri

dg
e w

he
re 

the
 la

go
on

 be
hin

d C
he

sil
 B

an
k, 

Th
e F

lee
t w

ith
 its

 
na
tur
e r
es
erv

e, 
joi
ns
 P
ort
lan

d H
arb

ou
r. F

or 
pa
rt o

f th
e w

ay
 it 
fol
low

s t
he
 Ju

ras
sic

 
Co

as
t a

nd
 an

 ar
ea

 of
 S

pe
cia

l S
cie

nti
fic

 In
ter

es
t.

Ca
r p
ark

s w
ith
 pu

bli
c t
oil
ets

 an
d r
efr
es
hm

en
ts 
are

 cl
os
e b

y j
us
t 6

-7 
mi
nu
tes

 w
alk

 
fro

m 
eit

he
r e

nd
. B

us
es

 tra
ve

l fr
eq

ue
ntl

y b
etw

ee
n F

err
yb

rid
ge

 (s
ou

th 
en

d o
f th

e 
Ro

dw
ell

 Tr
ail

) to
 ce

ntr
al 

W
ey

mo
uth

.
Th

ere
 is

 al
so

 a 
toi

let
 an

d a
 

ca
fé 

in 
the

 ga
rde

ns
 of

  
Sa

nd
sfo

ot 
Ca

stl
e.

Fr
om

 S
wa

nn
ery

 ca
r p

ark
 go

 un
de

r 
Sw

an
ne

ry 
Br

idg
e, 

alo
ng

 th
e B

ac
kw

ate
r, 

rig
ht 

ov
er 

W
es

tha
m 

Br
idg

e, 
thr

ou
gh

 th
e 

un
de

rpa
ss

 to
 th

e A
bb

ots
bu

ry 
 

Ro
ad

 en
tra

nc
e.

Fr
om

 C
he

sil
 B

ea
ch

 
ca

r p
ark

 tu
rn 

lef
t 

tow
ard

s W
ey

mo
uth

, 
ov

er 
Fe

rry
bri

dg
e a

nd
 

yo
u w

ill 
fin

d t
he

 en
tra

nc
e 

on
 th

e o
pp

os
ite

 si
de

 of
 th

e 
roa

d f
rom

 th
e F

err
yb

rid
ge

 In
n.

R
od

w
el

l T
ra

il 
C

od
e

No
 do

g f
ou

lin
g, 

litt
er,

 ho
rse

s o
r 

mo
tor

cy
cle

s
Pl

ea
se

 so
un

d b
icy

cle
 be

lls
 w

he
n n

ea
r w

alk
ers

En
joy

 a 
his

tor
ic 

trip
 al

on
g W

ey
mo

uth
’s 

gre
en

 tra
il

 Pr
int

ed
 by

 E
pic

 Q
ua

lity
 P

rin
t

Pr
od

uc
ed

 by
 Fr

ien
ds

 of
 R

od
we

ll T
rai

l
Fo

r fu
rth

er 
inf

orm
ati

on
 & 

loc
al 

cy
cle

 ro
ute

s 
co

nta
ct 

We
ym

ou
th 

an
d P

ort
lan

d B
oro

ug
h C

ou
nc

il 
To
uri
st 
Inf
orm

ati
on
 C
en
tre
 (0
13
05
) 7
85
74
7

We
bs

ite
: w

ww
.w

ey
mo

uth
.go

v.u
k/le

isu
re/

op
en

sp
ac

es
/ro

dw
ellt

rai
l

    
    

    
   w

ww
.ro

dw
ellt

rai
l.o

rg.
uk

The R
odw

ell Trail
The Rodwell Trail is a popular green link used by cyclists and walkers between 
W

eymouth and Ferrybridge following the course of the old W
eymouth to Portland 

Railway with links to the South W
est Coast Path and the Isle of Portland. 

Stretching for 3.4 km it is an hour’s level walk 
each way. W

heelchair and pushchair friendly, it 
is suitable for all ages, although some access 
points can be steep except at Ferrybridge,  
Parr W

ay and Dover/Dundee Roads.  
Please note that Newstead, W

yke and Buxton 
Road entrances are not suitable for wheelchairs.

W
eym

outh and Portland R
ailw

ay

The Rodwell Trail follows the track of the 
old railway built in 1865 to carry passengers 
and Portland stone between W

eymouth and 
Portland. It was extended in 1878 into the Royal 
Navy Dockyards and later in 1891 to serve 
W

hitehead’s torpedo factory at Ferrybridge 
complete with it’s own siding and a 1,000 foot 
pier with its own narrow gauge railway track out 
into Portland Harbour. 
The line was a mixed gauge worked jointly by 
the London & South W

estern Railway and the 
Great W

estern Railway until 1874 when it was 
converted to standard gauge. 

In 1870 the first 
intermediate station at 
Rodwell was opened. 
The line continued to 
improve with the addition  
of new halts at W

estham 
and W

yke Regis in 1909  
and a new stop at 
Sandsfoot Castle Halt in  
1932. The railway 
continued to serve the 
community until 9 April 1965.

N
ature on the R

odw
ell Trail

W
estham

 H
alt to R

odw
ell Station

In the spring and autumn watch out for 
migrating birds passing through, such as 
whitethroats and warblers.  The Small W

hite 
butterfly can 
be seen in 
numbers 
in early 
summer and 
again in the 

autumn. The brambles are a favourite place for 
Gatekeeper butterflies. In the autumn you can 
hear the Great Green Bush cricket chirping in 
the undergrowth.

R
odw

ell Station to 
Sandsfoot H

alt
This area is darker and enjoyed by the more 
secretive animals, such as frogs, badgers and 
foxes.  You 
may spy a 
wren flitting 

around in the undergrowth.  In the more open area 
past Buxton Road bridge look out for butterflies 
such as Red Admiral and Peacock nectaring on 
the buddleia flowers.

Sandsfoot H
alt to W

yke R
egis H

alt
In winter look across Portland Harbour, you may 

well see Merganser ducks, Slovenian grebes 
and Great Northern Divers.  In the plant “Little 
Robin”, that grows along the track, you may 
also be 

lucky and 
see the female 

“W
asp Spider” with its 

distinctive yellow and black abdomen.  On the 
concrete around the old W

yke Regis Halt you 
may see common lizards basking in the sun on a 
summer’s day.
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The R
odw

ell Trail
The Rodwell Trail is a popular green link used by cyclists and walkers between 
W

eymouth and Ferrybridge following the course of the old W
eymouth to Portland 

Railway with links to the South W
est Coast Path and the Isle of Portland. 

Stretching for 3.4 km it is an hour’s level walk 
each way. W

heelchair and pushchair friendly, it 
is suitable for all ages, although some access 
points can be steep except at Ferrybridge,  
Parr W

ay and Dover/Dundee Roads.  
Please note that Newstead, W

yke and Buxton 
Road entrances are not suitable for wheelchairs.
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The Rodwell Trail follows the track of the 
old railway built in 1865 to carry passengers 
and Portland stone between W

eymouth and 
Portland. It was extended in 1878 into the Royal 
Navy Dockyards and later in 1891 to serve 
W

hitehead’s torpedo factory at Ferrybridge 
complete with it’s own siding and a 1,000 foot 
pier with its own narrow gauge railway track out 
into Portland Harbour. 
The line was a mixed gauge worked jointly by 
the London & South W

estern Railway and the 
Great W

estern Railway until 1874 when it was 
converted to standard gauge. 

In 1870 the first 
intermediate station at 
Rodwell was opened. 
The line continued to 
improve with the addition  
of new halts at W

estham 
and W

yke Regis in 1909  
and a new stop at 
Sandsfoot Castle Halt in  
1932. The railway 
continued to serve the 
community until 9 April 1965.

N
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W
estham

 H
alt to R
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ell Station

In the spring and autumn watch out for 
migrating birds passing through, such as 
whitethroats and warblers.  The Small W

hite 
butterfly can 
be seen in 
numbers 
in early 
summer and 
again in the 

autumn. The brambles are a favourite place for 
Gatekeeper butterflies. In the autumn you can 
hear the Great Green Bush cricket chirping in 
the undergrowth.

R
odw

ell Station to 
Sandsfoot H

alt
This area is darker and enjoyed by the more 
secretive animals, such as frogs, badgers and 
foxes.  You 
may spy a 
wren flitting 

around in the undergrowth.  In the more open area 
past Buxton Road bridge look out for butterflies 
such as Red Admiral and Peacock nectaring on 
the buddleia flowers.

Sandsfoot H
alt to W

yke R
egis H

alt
In winter look across Portland Harbour, you may 

well see Merganser ducks, Slovenian grebes 
and Great Northern Divers.  In the plant “Little 
Robin”, that grows along the track, you may 
also be 

lucky and 
see the female 

“W
asp Spider” with its 

distinctive yellow and black abdomen.  On the 
concrete around the old W

yke Regis Halt you 
may see common lizards basking in the sun on a 
summer’s day.
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Whitehead Drive

P

Access Points
A Abbotsbury Road
B Ilchester Road
C Salisbury Road
D Newstead Road
E Prince of Wales Road
F Wyke Road 
G Buxton Road
H Clearmont Road 
I  Old Castle Road 
J Parr Way
K Rylands Lane 
L Douglas Road 
M Dundee/Dover Road 
N  Osprey Road
O Whitehead Drive 
P Ferrybridge

Plan of the Rodwell Trail
Approximate scale = 1: 8,000 or 2 inches = 1⁄4 mile

View of Weymouth Harbour from the Rodwell Trail

Wyke Tunnel

Rodwell Station

Looking out across Portland Harbour

Ferrybridge

Littlefield Crossing

The Embankment

The Cutting

Buxton Road Bridge

Near Sandsfoot Halt

Henry VIII’s ruined castle  
and Sandsfoot Gardens

View of Portland Harbour from the Rodwell Trail
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